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Abstract 
The objective of this research was to find out the types and the meaning of phrasal verb in the 

album “Justice” by Justin Bieber. The researcher used qualitative method as metodology and 

descriptive qualitative as approach. In analyzing the data, the researcher used theory of Miles et al, 

therewere data condensation, data display, drawing and verifying conclusion. The source of the 

data was taken from the album “Justice” by Justin Bieber. Based on the results, there are two types 

of phrasal verbs that the researcher found, namely: transitive and intransitive phrasal verbs. 

Transitive phrasal verbs divided into two types are: Separable and Inseparable. There were 38 data 

of phrasal verbs, the most common phrasal verb were inseparable 22, separable 6, and intransitive 

10. And also the researcher found the meaning semantically from phrasal verbs that contain in the 

album “Justice” by Justin Bieber. Based on the results of the analysis conducted by the researcher, 

the researcher concluded that there were a lot of phrasal verbs that contain the song lyrics of the 

album “Justice” by Justin Bieber and the use of phrasal verb in the album “Justice” by Justin 

Bieber is added the knowledge about the vocabulary of the phrasal verbs.  

Keywords: Semantics; Phrasal Verb; Song. 

Abstrak 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menemukan jenis-jenis  dan makna dari frasa kata kerja 

yang terdapat pada album “Justice” oleh Justin Bieber. Peneliti menggunakan metode 

kualitatif sebagai metodologi dan deskripsi kualitatif sebagai pendekatan. Dalam 

menganalisis data, peneliti menggunakan teori yang dikemukakan oleh Miles dkk antara 

lain yaitu penyingkatan data, penyajian data, dan penarikan kesimpulan. Sumber data 

dalam penelitian ini di peroleh dari album “Justice” oleh Justin Bieber. Hasil dari 

penelitian, terdapat 2 jenis frasa kata kerja yang di temukan oleh peneliti yaitu: frasa kata 

kerja transitif dan intrasitif. Frasa kata kerja transitif terbagi dalam 2 jenis yaitu: separable 

dan inseparable. Berdasarkan hasil penelitian, terdapat 38 data frasa kata kerja yang 

terdiri dari 22 data inseparable, 6 data separable, dan 10 data intransitive. Dari hasil 

penelitian ini, maka dapat disimpulkan bahwa banyak frasa kata kerja yang terdapat pada 

album “Justice” oleh Justin Bieber dan penggunaan frasa kata kerja pada album “Justice” 

oleh Justin Bieber tersebut, menambah pengetahuan mengenai kosakata frasa kata kerja.   

Kata kunci: Semantik; Frasa Kata Kerja; Lagu.  

A. Introduction 

Language is the most important 

thing in terms of communication. Language 

is used by people in everyday conversation 

to express feeling and emotions. According 

to Hornby (2010:834), language is the 

system of communication in speech and 

writing used by people of a particular 

country or area. It means that language is 

an instrument to express an idea, opinion, 

mind, and feeling.  
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There many languages in the world 

that used by humans. One of language that 

many used is English. In Indonesia, English 

becomes a subject matter in some people 

because English is important for getting 

scholarship People sometimes find 

difficulties in mastering it because English 

and the local language (Indonesian) are 

different from vocabulary, spelling, 

pronounciation, and grammar system.  

Grammar is one of the basic 

elements of the language. In English, one 

part of grammar is part of speech. Part of 

speech is a part of English grammar in the 

form of a classification of words which are 

divided into several categories based on 

their role and function in the structure of a 

sentence. There are eight parts of part of 

speech: noun, pronoun, adjective, adverb, 

preposition, conjuction, interjection, and the 

last is verb. Each parts has different role, 

and with using the each role can make a 

correct sentences.   

Phrasal verb is a phrase that formed 

from combining a verb with a preposition 

or an adverb. According to Azar (1989:26), 

“The term phrasal verb refers to a verb and 

preposition which together have a special 

meaning”.  It means that phrasal verb has a 

different meaning with the independent 

preposition or adverb that build the phrasal 

verb. It concluded that phrasal verb is a 

phrase that contained a combination of a 

verb and a preposition or adverb. From that 

combination, creates a new meaning that 

has differ from the words are formed. There 

are two types of phrasal verb are transitive 

phrasal verb and intransitive phrasal verb.  

Song is something to sing; short 

poem set to music.  According to Mligo 

(2018:3) said that song usually short piece 

of music with words which are sung. Song 

is made up of lyrics and accompanying 

music. Song is useful for practicing new 

vocabulary for English learner because 

song is eassy to make change the mood, 

feeling and emotion and all people are 

often singing and practicing with lyrics. 

With song lyrics, it helps students to learn 

phrasal verb is easier, simple and also fun. 

Song is not just for enjoyment, but song is 

an art that is setting of a poem to music, 

specifically concevied to enhance the 

meaning of the text. Hence teaching and 

song are unity of an art where teacher 

should be creatively to deliver material in 

the class as good way as possible. There are 

many songs that can be analyzed in the 

terms of the occurrence of phrasal verb, but 

the researcher chose the album “Justice” as 

the subject of this research. 

By conducting this research, it is 

expected to have significances both of 

theoretically and practically. Theoretically, 

this research is expected to the reader can 

get information and references related to 

the study of the use phrasal verb in the 

lyrics song. Practically, this research is 

expected to can be used by English 

teachers, students, and researchers. For 

English teachers, the results of the research 

can be used to obtain information, 

references regarding and applying of the 

use of English phrasal verb in the lyrics 

song. Thus, the English teacher will apply 

the use of English phrasal verb in learning 
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process. For students, the results of this 

research will make them know the English 

phrasal verb and how to use that. For next 

researcher, the results of this research are 

useful for other researchers as a reference to 

conducting other related research. As 

McGuire (2020:3) said that there are two 

most common types of phrasal verbs: 

transitive and intransitive. 

a. Transitive Phrasal Verb  

Transitive phrasal verbs are used 

with a direct object (a word or part of a 

sentence that is affected by the action of a 

verb. Transitive phrasal verbs have a direct 

object. According to Celce-Murcia, the 

transitive phrasal verb can be divided into 

two types, are separable and inseparable 

phrasal verb. 

1. Separable  

Some phrasal verbs can be separated 

when we used them with objects. This 

means that we have a choice. We can put 

the object between the verb and the 

preposition, or we can put the object at the 

end, just like we do for inseparable phrasal 

verbs. However, there is one important 

thing to remember if we want to use a 

pronoun (like him, her, them, us, or it), we 

must separate the phrasal verb. For 

example: 

• We put our trip off = (vb + noun + 

particle)  

• We put it off = (vb + pronoun + particle) 

If a phrasal verb is separable, a 

pronoun object comes between the verb 

and the particle. 

2. Inseparable 

Some phrasal verbs cannot be 

separated. This means that when we want 

to use an object, it must always come after 

the complete phrasal verb. This is true 

when we use a noun (Ellen, the car, our 

friends, Germany) or a pronoun (him, 

them, us.) The object must always come 

after the complete phrasal verb. For 

example: 

• I ran into Bob = (vb + particle + noun) 

• I ran Into him = (vb + particle + 

pronoun) 

A phrasal verb that nonseparable, a 

noun or pronoun always follows the 

particle in the example. Incorrect: I ran Bob 

Into 

b. Transitive Phrasal Verb  

Intransitive phrasal verbs have no 

direct object. They refer to an action that is 

complete without relying on an object, as a 

intransitive phrasal verb might examples 

include:  

• Be patient and hang on one moment 

• Come on, let’s just already 

• I’m so sleepy. I neeed to wake up 

Based on the explained above, the 

researcher wants to provide the objective of 

this research as follows: 

1. To identify the types of phrasal verbs 

are used in the album “Justice” by Justin 

Bieber 

2. To describe the meaning of phrasal verb 

semantically used in the album “Justice” 

by Justin Bieber 

B. Research Method 

This research used descriptive 

qualitative research to find out the types 

and the meaning of phrasal verbs that used 

in the album “Justice” by Justin Bieber. 
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Qualitative research is research 

design that describing about factual 

phenomena without using numbering to 

finished the data. Matanda and Mawere 

(2022:63) said that descriptive research is 

defined as a research approach that 

describes the characteristics of the 

population, sample or phenomenon 

studied. While, Simuforasa and Wiseman 

(2015:19) defined that qualitative research is 

descriptive and the data collected is usually 

in the form of words, pictures rather than 

numbers. 

The data of this research is the 

phrasal verbs which are exist in Justin 

Bieber’s album. Source of the data in this 

research is album “Justice” by Justin Bieber.  

In analyzing the data there are four 

steps that the researcher used based on the 

theory Miles et al (2014:31-32). In 

qualitative data analysis performed 

interactively and continuously until 

complement. Activities in data analysis are: 

1. Data Condensation 

In selecting the data, the researcher 

aims to find out the types of phrasal verbs 

and the meaning of it. After the researcher 

collect the data about phrasal verbs that 

exist in the album “Justice” by Justin 

Bieber, the researcher classified the phrasal 

verb based on its types and describe the 

meaning of phrasal verb, after that wrote it 

in the notes. 

2. Data Display 

After the researcher classified the 

types of phrasal verbs, the researcher 

displayed the data through presenting the 

whole condition of the data about phrasal 

verbs in the table form. 

3. Drawing and verifying conclusion 

The third stream of analysis activity 

is conclusion drawing and verification. 

From the start of data collection, the 

qualitative analyst interprets what things 

mean by noting patterns, explanations, 

causal flows, and prepositions. Conclusions 

are verified as the analyst proceeds. In this 

activity, the researcher will make 

conclusion after find out the results of this 

research about the types and the meaning 

of phrasal verbs that exist in the album 

“Justice” by Justin Bieber, and also the 

researcher macthed with the theories of the 

data analysis technique that the researcher 

used to check whether it is relavant to the 

research results or not. 

C. Research findings and discussion 

The aim of this study is to find out 

the types and the meaning of  phrasal verbs 

that used in the album “Justice” by Justin 

Bieber. To gathered the data result of this 

research, researcher analyzed flouting 

maxims based on the song lyrics of the 

album “Justice” by Justin Bieber.  

Based on the research result, the 

researcher found several lyrics that contain 

phrasal verbs in the albu, “Justice” by Justin 

Bieber. Then, the researcher classified the 

phrasal verbs based on its types they were 

transitive and intransitive phrasal verb. 

1. The Types of Flouting Maxims 

 After identifying the data, the 

researcher analyzed and classified the 

phrasal verbs that used in the album 

“Justice” by Justin Bieber.  The researcher 
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found there were 44 data of phrasal verbs 

that the researcher found exist in the album 

“Justice” by Justin Bieber. 

Tabel.1 Flouting Maxims Found in 

the Movie 

No. Pharasal Verb Frequency 

1. Transitive 

a. Separable 

b. Inseparable 

 

8 

21 

2. Intransitive 15 

Total 44 

 

Based the table above, the researcher 

found there are two types of phrasal verbs 

that the researcher found, namely: 

Transitive and Intransitive phrasal verbs. 

Transitive phrasal verbs divided into two 

types are: Separable and Inseparable. 

Totally, there are 44 of phrasal verbs which 

consists of 8 Separable, 21 Inseparable, and 

15 Intransitive that exist in the the album 

“Justice” by Justin Bieber. 

2. The Meaning of Phrasal Verb 

In this part, the researcher explained 

the meaning of phrasal verbs that the 

researcher found in the album “Justice” by 

Justin Bieber. 

a. Transitive  

 Transitive phrasal verbs are 

used with a direct object (a word or part of 

a sentence that is affected by the action of a 

verb. Transitive phrasal verbs have a direct 

object. Transitive divided into two types 

are: 

1) Separable 

Some phrasal verbs can be separated 

when we used them with objects. This 

means that we have a choice. We can put 

the object between the verb and the 

preposition, or we can put the object at the 

end, just like we do for inseparable phrasal 

verbs. However, there is one important 

thing to remember if we want to use a 

pronoun (like him, her, them, us, or it), we 

must separate the phrasal verb. The pattern 

of separable phrasal verb is vb + noun + 

particle. Based on the data analysis, the 

researcher found in the album “Justice” by 

Justin Bieber, there are 8 data of separable 

phrasal verb.  

Here are the data of separable 

phrasal verb in the song lyrics of the album 

“Justice” by Justin Bieber. 

a) I can tend to hold things back (Deserve 

You – Line 18) 

Hold things back is the express that 

include separable phrasal verb. It 

belongs to separable because the object 

things come between the verb hold and 

the adverb back. So the meaning of this 

phrasal verb is prevent something 

moving forwards. 

b) I don’t hate the way you keep me up 

(Off My Face - Line 17) 

Keep me up is the express that 

include separable phrasal verb. It 

belongs to separable because the object 

me come between the verb keep and the 

adverb up. So the meaning of keep me 

up is to continue without stopping or 

changing. 

c) An angel in the flames, she pulled me 

out (Die For You – Line 5) 
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Pulled me out is the express that 

include separable phrasal verb. It 

belongs to separable because the object 

me come between the verb pulled and 

the adverb out. So the meaning of this 

phrasal verb is move away somebody. 

d) Displaced and strectched it out (Die For 

You – Line 18) 

Strectched it out is the express that 

include separable phrasal verb. It 

belongs to separable because the object 

it come between the verb strectched and 

the adverb out. So the meaning of 

strectched it out is lie down, in order to 

relax or sleep. 

e) It’s the way you lift me up (Peaches – 

Line 18) 

Lift me up is the express that include 

separable phrasal verb. It belongs to 

separable because the object me comes 

between the verb lift and the adverb up. 

So the meaning of lift me up is elevate 

someone to a higher position. 

f) Y

eah, I know, yeah, I know that it hurts 

when I push your love away (As I am – 

Line 2) 

Push your love away is the express 

that include separable phrasal verb. It 

belongs to separable because the object 

your love comes between the verb push 

and the adverb away. So the meaning of 

push your love away is trying to 

distance from emotically or physic. 

g) Suffer it to be so now gotta clean it up 

(Holy – Line 42) 

Clean it up is the express that 

include separable phrasal verb. It 

belongs to separable because the object 

it comes between the verb clean and the 

adverb up. So the meaning of clean it up 

is remove dirt, rubbish, etc from a place.  

h) I tried to scare you, scare you away 

(Unstable – Line 6 & 30) 

Scare you away is the express that 

include separable phrasal verb. It 

belongs to separable because the object 

you comes between the verb scare and 

the adverb away. So the meaning of 

scare you away is make somebody go 

away by frightening them. 

2) Inseparable 

Some phrasal verbs cannot be 

separated. This means that when we want 

to use an object, it must always come after 

the complete phrasal verb. This is true 

when we use a noun (Ellen, the car, our 

friends, Germany) or a pronoun (him, 

them, us.) The object must always come 

after the complete phrasal verb. The pattern 

of inseparable phrasal verb is vb + particle + 

noun/vb + particle + pronoun. Based on the 

data analysis, the researcher found in the 

album “Justice” by Justin Bieber, there are 

21 data of inseparable phrasal verb. 

Here are the data of inseparable 

phrasal verb in the song lyrics of the album 

“Justice” by Justin Bieber. 

a)  Don’t wanna fall asleep, I’d rather fall in 

love (2 Much – Line 13) 

Fall in love is the express of 

inseparable phrasal verb because the 

object love comes after the verb fall and 

the preposition in. So the meaning of 

this phrasal verb is Feel strong affection 

with someone. 
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b) And now my eyes are locked on you 

(Deserve You– Line 39) 

Locked on you is the express of 

inseparable phrasal verb because the 

object you come after the verb locked 

and the preposition on. So the meaning 

of this phrasal verb is find a target and 

head it. 

c)  Cause the way that the sky opens up 

when we touch (Holy – Line 4) 

Opens up is the express of 

inseparable phrasal verb because the 

object we comes after the verb opens and 

the adverb up. So the meaning of opens 

up is to make something open. 

d) Prayed for you, look what God has 

turned (2 Much – Line 22 

Prayed for is the express of 

inseparable phrasal verb because the 

object you come after the verb prayed 

and the preposition for. So the meaning 

of this phrasal verb is speak to God for 

someone.  

e) When you give in to me (Deserve You – 

Line 37) 

Give in is the express of inseparable 

phrasal verb because the object you 

come after the verb give and the 

preposition in. So the meaning of this 

phrasal verb is admit that you have 

been defeated by someone. 

f)   Take on all your friends problems (2 

Much – Line 18) 

Take on is the express of inseparable 

phrasal verb because the object your 

come after the verb take and the 

preposition on. So the meaning of this 

phrasal verb is decide to do work. 

g)  Night after night you fall asleep on me 

(sleep on me) (Deserve You – Line 23) 

Sleep on me is the express of 

inseparable phrasal verb because the 

object me come after the verb sleep and 

the preposition on. So the meaning of 

this phrasal verb is making a decision 

about something until the next the day, 

so you have a time to think about it. 

h)  I don’t believe in nirvana (Holy – Line 

14 & 47) 

Believe in nirvana is the express of 

inseparable phrasal verb because the 

object nirvana come after the verb 

believe and the preposition in. So the 

meaning of this phrasal verb is feel 

certain. (The detail information about 

inseparable phrasal verb can be seen at 

appendix I) 

b.   Intransitive 

Intransitive phrasal verbs have no direct 

object. They refer to an action that is 

complete without relying on an object. 

Based on the data analysis, the researcher 

found in the album “Justice” by Justin 

Bieber, there are 15 data of intransitive 

phrasal verb. Here are the data of 

intrasitive phrasal verb in the song lyrics of 

the album “Justice” by Justin Bieber. 

1)  But this the one I’m not giving up 

(Deserve You – Line 7) 

Giving up in this sentence is the 

express of intransitive phrasal verb. It 

belongs to intransitive because not followed 

by an object. This phrasal verb can stand 

alone without the object. So the meaning of 

giving up is stop trying to do something. 
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2) It’s a miracle you didn’t run away (As I 

am – Line 30 ) 

Run away is the express include in 

intransitive phrasal verb. It belongs to 

intransitive because intransitive because 

not followed by an object. This phrasal verb 

can stand alone without the object. So the 

meaning of this phrasal verb is leave 

somebody. 

3) Wise man say fools rush in (Holy – Line 

23) 

Rush in is the express include in 

intransitive phrasal verb. It belongs to 

intransitive because intransitive because 

not followed by an object. This phrasal verb 

can stand alone without the object. So the 

meaning of this phrasal verb is enter or go 

indoor in a hurry.  

4)  Well you may go on and live until you 

are 90 (MLK Interlude – Line 15) 

Go on is the express include in 

intransitive phrasal verb. It belongs to 

intransitive because intransitive because 

not followed by an object. This phrasal 

verb can stand alone without the object. So 

the meaning of this phrasal verb is 

continue. 

5)   I’m praying that I don’t go back to who 

I was (Deserve You – Line 8) 

Go back is the express include in 

intransitive phrasal verb. It belongs to 

intransitive because intransitive because 

not followed by an object. This phrasal 

verb can stand alone without the object. So 

the meaning of this phrasal verb is extend 

backwards in space or time.  

6)  But when you come out of the water, I 

‘m a believer (Holy –Line 31) 

Comeout is the express include in 

intransitive phrasal verb. It belongs to 

intransitive because intransitive because 

not followed by an object. This phrasal verb 

can stand alone without the object. So the 

meaning of this phrasal verb is become 

visible or appear. 

7)  The type of girl you dream about (Die 

For You –Line 4) 

Dream about is the express include 

in intransitive phrasal verb. It belongs to 

intransitive because intransitive because 

not followed by an object. This phrasal verb 

can stand alone without the object. So the 

meaning of this phrasal verb is imagine 

something that you would like to happen.  

8)  I need you to hold on (Hold On – Line 6) 

Hold on is the express include in 

intransitive phrasal verb. It belongs to 

intransitive because intransitive because 

not followed by an object. This phrasal verb 

can stand alone without the object. So the 

meaning of this phrasal verb is to tell 

someone to wait or stop. (The detail 

information about intransitive phrasal verb 

can be seen at appendix I). 

D. Closing  

 After analyzing about phrasal 

verb in the album “Justice” by Justin Bieber, 

the researcher concluded that there were 44 

data of phrasal verbs in the album “Justice” 

by Justin Bieber. There are two types of 

phrasal verbs that the researcher found, 

namely: Transitive and Intransitive phrasal 

verbs. Transitive phrasal verbs divided into 

two types are: Separable and Inseparable. 

There were 8 data of Separable and 21 data 

of Inseparable. Totally, there were 29 data 
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of Transitive phrasal verbs. While, there 

were 15 data of Intransitive phrasal verbs. 

Based on the results of the analysis 

conducted by the researcher, the researcher 

concluded that there were a lot of phrasal 

verbs that contain the song lyrics of the 

album “Justice” by Justin Bieber and the 

use of phrasal verb in the album “Justice” 

by Justin Bieber is added the knowledge 

about the vocabulary of the phrasal verb. 

After the researcher concluded this 

research, the researcher purpose 

suggestions for the English teacher, the 

students, and the next researcher who want 

to conduct a research about flouting 

maxims. 

1. For the English teacher, the researcher 

suggested to use the album “Justice” by 

Justin Bieber as a reference in teaching 

phrasal verb, especially in the song. 

2. For the students, the researcher 

suggested to listen the album “Justice” 

by Justin Bieber because contain a lot of 

phrasal verb and hoped that students 

listen the song carefully to find the 

meaning of the song lyrics that contain 

phrasal verb, to avoid 

misunderstanding about the meaning of 

phrasal verb. And also to help the 

students more able to identify the types 

of phrasal verb in daily conversation or 

in the text. 

3. For the next reseacher who will analyze 

about phrasal verb, the researcher 

suggested to find out more phrasal 

verbs especially in the other songs. 
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